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Transfer matters.

80

of entering community college
students aspire to transfer and
complete a bachelor’s degree,
according to national estimates

Source: Tracking Transfer: Community College Effectiveness
in Broadening Bachelor's Degree Attainment (CCRC, 2024)

61

of Massachusetts
high-demand, high-value
occupations require a
bachelor’s degree or higher

Source: DHE analysis of Massachusetts Department of
Economic Research (DER) Opportunity Star list (2025)
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MA CC transfer-out students are a source of diversity—with potential for more
Fall 2020 First-time and New Transfer CC Cohort Representation by Race/Ethnicity, Gender, Pell Status, and Age Group
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+ Cohort: Al irst-time and new.
transfer students who enrolled in
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infall 2020, and all members of the
ohort who transferredout to any
baccalaureate nstitution in the U.S.
within four years.

* Source: DHE analysis of HEIRS and
ata

+ Note: Students with unknown
race/ethnicity,gender, Pellstatus or
age are removedrom the respective
calculations. Not all racial/ethnic or
age groups are shown.

Key Takeaways

* For bothstata niverstes and
UMass campuses recaivingtransfer
studnts, the communty collsge
ransfer-out population s source
ofdiersiy,

 Some dersityis ost, however,
comparad tothe popuation that
Initialy ontered commnity colloges.

 Increasingthe numbar o students
who transfor out and elminating
dispartesin transfer-out rates
would resuitin  arger and more
dverse transfer-out population.
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Post-CC transfer outcomes within MA public system have beenimproving
Retention & Completion After Transfer Trend Since Fall 2011 Cohort

Metrics

+ Cohort: New state university or
UMass transfer students n a fallterm
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Completion After Transfer
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+ Complation autcome: Parcortuho
carnsda bachelor's degree within
fouryears ate transfoting n

 Source: DHE analyss of HEIRS data

Key Takeaways

+ The completion rate for students who

was significantlydisrupted by COVID,

+ The completion trendgenerally
mittors the retention trend. Forthe.
more recent conorts, increasesin
retentionrates suggest that these.
cohorts will have higher completion
ates than earlier cohorts.

+ Outcomes are better for students
who completed an associate degree
priorto transfer.

National Comparisons

One source for national comparisons is CCRC’s Tracking Transfer report

(2024), which uses slightly different metric definitions than DHE

+ Entered in fall 2020

+ Includes first-time and new transfer

+ Includes students who were previously
dualenrolled

[ s Quiny Colege
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T A T T 2 Four-yeartimeline beginning with
completion rate baccalaureateinstitution entry

Cohort bachelor’s Notincluded in prior slides

completion rate

+ Entered in fall 2015

+ Includes first-time only

+ Excludes students who were previously
dualenrolled

Mayinclude Quincy College (TBD)

Six-year timeline from CC entry

Six-year timeline beginning with CC entry

Percentage of CC starting cohort that

earns a bachelor’s degree within
sixyears




Compared to nation, MA post-CC transfer outcomes are average
Community College Research Center (CCRC) Metrics Massachusetts vs. U.S. Average & National Leaders

Metrics

+ Cohort: Allfirsttime students who
enrolled in community callegesin

Transfer-out
Rate

Transfer-out
Bachelar's
Completion
Rate

Cohort
Bachelor's
Completion
Rate

National Comparisons (Fall 2015 Cohort)
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previously dual enrolled

+ Transfer-out rate: Percent who
transforred o any baccalaureate
institution n the U.S. within six years.

+ Transfer-out bachelor's completion
rate: Percentwho earneda
bachelor's degree within sixyears
after entering community college

+ Cohort bachelor's completion rate:
Percentof community college

bachelor's degroe within six years

+ Source: Tracking Transfer:
Community Coltege Effectiveness in
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Key Takeaways

+ Based on CCRC's set of key matrics
reporting on the fall 2015 cohort
(measuring outcomes by 2021),
Massachusetts’performance on
post-community college transfer
outcomes is on parwith the national
average.

National leaders i these metrics
(shown in 1) nclude linois,
Maryland, and New Jersey.
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